FAQ’s Stage 2 Modified
November 13, 2020
Why is the Governor issuing this Order? Why now?
The Governor is taking this action to protect the lives and safety of all Idahoans and to
ensure each of us have access to medical care should we need it.
Access to healthcare in Idaho is dangerously threatened by the number of people in
our hospitals due to COVID-19. Hospitals in many parts of the state are nearly or
completely full and patients are having to be transferred to other hospitals in Idaho
and in other states to accommodate demand.
Idaho has reached a point where there is a serious risk that Idahoans who get in an
accident, or have a heart attack or stroke, or some other emergency need may not be
able to obtain the emergency medical care they need.
Additionally, case numbers and infection rates in Idaho have escalated substantially in
recent weeks, making it likely that the demand for medical care and hospital beds will
increase in the coming weeks.
Does this mean schools are closed?
Response: No, schools remain open under Stage 2. Governor Little has dedicated
millions of dollars to ensure schools can operate safely and feels strongly our schools
need to stay open. The spread we are seeing in the state is not linked to schools being
open. [See section 1.d.iii. of the Order, which is on page 4.]
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What businesses are shut down under Stage 2?
Response: Idaho is open. Under Stage 2 our economy will remain open.
Does this mean you are closing churches?
Response: No. Churches remain open under Stage 2.
What about high school sports?
Response: Under stage 2, athletics can continue but spectators are limited. To adhere
to the new social distancing measures, spectators and other non-participants will be
limited. [See Section 1 and 1.d.iv of the Order, which is on pages 3 and 4.]
What about other extra-curricular activities such as band or theater?
Response: Under stage 2, extra-curricular activities can continue but with limited
attendance at performances, concerts or other gatherings to 10 people. To adhere to
the new social distancing measures, spectators and other non-participants in the
activity will be limited. [See Section 1 and 1.d.iv of the Order, which is on pages 3 and
4.]
How does this apply to Restaurants?
Restaurants remain open under stage 2 and need to continue to operate under the
restaurant protocols and are required to seat patrons. [See Section 1.c of the Order,
which is on page 3.]
How does this apply to Bars and Night Clubs?
Response: Bars remain open under Stage 2 but are required to seat patrons. Night
Clubs can be open as bars, but must seat patrons. We are hopeful it will help with the
spread we are seeing in the 18-29 age group. [See Section 1.c of the Order, which is on
page 3.]

Will the state be enforcing this order?
Response: From day one the Governor has stressed education and doing the right
thing. We will continue to educate on ways to slow the spread and have faith that the
citizens of our great state will do the right thing.

Does this mean the Governor is mandating masks?
Response: No. The Governor is not issuing a statewide mask mandate. The mask
mandate only applies to Long-Term Care Facilities such as nursing homes and assisted
living facilities. [See Section 2 of the Order, which is on page 4.]
Does this apply to funerals?
Response: Under Stage 2 religious activities are exempted. [See Section 1.d.i. of the
Order, which is at the bottom of page 3.]
How does the 10-person limit apply to grocery stores and large shopping areas?
Response: Stage 2 refers to gatherings. Grocery stores, shopping areas (Walmart,
Home Depot, etc.) and malls are not considered gatherings. However, those businesses
should comply with the Physical Distancing and Sanitation Requirements in Section 3
of the Order, which starts at the bottom of page 4.
Does this mean college football is cancelled?
Response: No. Under stage 2 athletics can continue with limited spectators. To
adhere to the new social distancing measures, spectators will be limited. [See Section 1
and 1.d.iv of the Order, which are on pages 3 and 4.]
Does this mean youth sports are cancelled?
Response: No. Under stage 2 athletics can continue with no spectators. To adhere to
the new social distancing measures, spectators will be limited. [See Section 1 and 1.d.iv
of the Order, which are on pages 3 and 4.]
How does this apply to in person learning at universities?
Response: Education institutions remain open under Stage 2.
Do I have to quarantine if I have left the state?
Response: No. Under stage 2 you do not have to quarantine if you have left the state.
That said, if you have been exposed or in an area with high spread, you are encouraged
to take the proper protocols.

Does this mean our border is closed?
Response: No. Stage 2 does not restrict travel in and out of the state.
What does this mean for families and Thanksgiving?
Response: Under the order, gatherings of more than 10 are not encouraged at this
time. This will be reevaluated on a weekly basis. Smaller gatherings should comply
with the Physical Distancing Requirements of the Order whenever possible. Gatherings
of all sizes are one of the primary areas where we are seeing spread. Now is the time
to act to protect your loved ones.
Does this order supersede local orders?
Response: Local governments and public health districts have the legal authority to
implement more stringent orders that go above and beyond Stage 2.
I have an event that falls outside the permitted size limits, what are my options?
Response: Gatherings that received an exemption from a public health district prior to
November 14 may occur subject to the requirement provided from the health districts
and stay healthy order. All other gatherings exceeding the size and capacity limitations
may not receive an exemption at this time. This will be reevaluated on a weekly basis.
Who should I contact if I feel that somebody is not adhering to Stage 2?
Response: The Governor has stressed education and doing the right thing. We will
continue to educate on ways to slow the spread. If you feel someone has been
educated and is still not adhering to Stage 2, you can choose to contact local
authorities who can help with education.
You are calling on the National Guard to help. Does this mean we are in a state of
war?
No. Part of the National Guard’s mission is to help the state respond to emergencies,
such as floods and fires. The Guard will be aiding the state in the response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Examples:
• Execute mass administration of COVID-19 vaccine to civilians.
• Set up and operate mobile testing facilities in areas of need.
• Support Idaho food Bank.
• Call Centers to aid in contact tracing.
• Deploy disinfection strike teams.
• Provide trained and equipped personnel to perform Community-Based Testing
Site.
• Aid in distribution of medical supplies.
• Increase communication between statewide emergency teams.
What determines if you are high risk?
CDC has defined a list of who is high risk, people who have medical conditions and who
are older.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-withmedicalconditions.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F
2019-ncov%2Fneed-extra-precautions%2Fgroups-at-higher-risk.html
Examples of conditions that make one at risk include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cancer
Chronic kidney disease
COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease)
Heart conditions, such as heart failure, coronary artery disease, or
cardiomyopathies
Immunocompromised state (weakened immune system) from solid organ
transplant
Obesity (body mass index [BMI] of 30 kg/m2 or higher but < 40 kg/m2)
Severe Obesity (BMI ≥ 40 kg/m2)
Pregnancy
Sickle cell disease
Smoking
Type 2 diabetes mellitus

